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Stephanie Hepburn is an associate specialising in property litigation with a particular 
focus on rural property disputes.  She works with both Elaine and Hamish in relation to 
all contentious rural property matters.  Stephanie has experience of rural cases in the 
Court of Session and Sheriff Courts as well as the Lands Tribunal for Scotland and the 
Scottish Land Court.  Recent experience includes advising in relation to an application 
for rectification of the Land Register to avoid a potential ransom strip situation and 
raising proceedings for the division and sale of a farm following the dissolution of a 
farming partnership.  She also regularly provides advice and guidance to a variety of 
clients on the interpretation of servitudes and title conditions.
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Elaine Brailsford
Partner, Commercial and Rural Litigation
elaine.brailsford@shepwedd.com

In her 30 years’ practice, Elaine Brailsford has gained vast experience in the Court of 
Session, Sheriff Courts, Land Court and Lands Tribunal, and works closely with our 
rural property and business team.  Elaine’s recent work in the rural sector includes 
successfully attaching livestock in satisfaction of agricultural tenancy arrears, advising 
landowners and developers in relation to ransom strips and the removal of boundary 
features, and acting in relation to disputes arising from forestry grant contracts.  She is 
currently acting in a dispute about a hydro power scheme where interdict is sought, as 
well as providing guidance on rectification of a number of wind farm leases.

Hamish Lean
Partner, Rural Property and Business 
hamish.lean@shepwedd.com

One of the North East’s leaders in rural law, Hamish Lean is top ranked in his field 
by the leading independent legal directories Chambers and Partners and the Legal 
500.  Highly regarded for his experience and depth of knowledge of rural and 
agricultural matters, Hamish is thoroughly immersed in the sector. He regularly 
appears in the Scottish Land Court representing clients in contentious agricultural 
tenancy disputes and also in relation to subsidy appeals.  He is accredited by the Law 
Society of Scotland as a Specialist in Agricultural Law, and he sits on the Law Society 
of Scotland’s Rural Affairs Committee, the NFUS Legal and Technical Committee and 
is a member of the Scottish Agricultural Arbiters and Valuers Association.  He is also a 
Trustee of RSABI, Scotland’s leading agricultural charity.
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